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Introduction

The All Nigerian Universities Debate Championship (ANUDC) stands as the premier
intellectual competition among Nigerian universities. Established in 2013, ANUDC fosters a
rigorous academic environment where students from diverse backgrounds debate on
critical national and international issues. This annual event not only enhances students'
public speaking and critical thinking skills but also prepares them for global competitiveness
inintellectual discourse.
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Historical Background

The inaugural ANUDC was hosted by the University of Calabar, marking the beginning of
what would become a tradition of excellence and intellectual rigor within Nigerian higher
education. Since then, the championship hasrotated among various prestigious universities,
including the University of Lagos, Imo State University, Covenant University, and more
recently, Veritas University, which hosted the 10th anniversary edition.

Each year, the event gathers momentum, drawing participation from an increasing number
of institutions across the country. This consistent growth underscores the championship's
importance as a cornerstone of academic and co-curricular engagement in Nigerian
universities.

Organizational Structure

The ANUDCis managed by the Association of Nigerian Universities Debating Club (ANUDC),
a non-profit and non-governmental organization dedicated to promoting debating as a vital
co-curricular activity across all Nigerian universities. The governance of the ANUDC is
overseen by a council, which was formally established during the first championship. This
councilisresponsible for setting the rules of the competition, selecting judges, and ensuring
that the championship adheres to the highest standards of debate and conduct.

Significance

The All Nigerian Universities Debate Championship (ANUDC) plays a crucial role in molding
the leaders of tomorrow by encouraging the development of key skills that are vital in the
modern world. Debating enhances not only academic skills but also emotional intelligence,
as students learn to negotiate, persuade, and empathize with differing viewpoints. For
universities, the championship is a mark of prestige and academic vitality, demonstrating a
commitment to high standards of education and student engagement. The championship
serves as a platform for networking, where students can meet peers from other universities,
forging connections that canlast alifetime.
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Global and National Impact

On a national level, ANUDC serves as a
microcosm of democratic practice, instilling in
students the values of public discourse and
active citizenship. It enhances their ability to
engage with complex social and political issues,
thereby preparing them to contribute
effectively to national development. The
championship also acts as an incubator for
future leaders who are expected to hold
positions where critical thinking and eloquent
public speaking are crucial.

Internationally, the ANUDC positions Nigerian
students on the global academic stage,
preparing them for further competitions such as
the PAUDC and WUDC. Success in these arenas
elevates Nigeria’s status in the global debating

community, showcasing the country’s
commitment to academic excellence and critical
inquiry. This participation not only highlights the
capabilities of Nigerian students but also fosters
international relations and cultural exchange,
contributing to a richer, more diverse global
academic community.

This exposure is crucial as it enhances their
global competitiveness and readiness to tackle
global challenges, aligning with the United
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals by
promoting quality education and fostering
innovation.



Section 2

Format and Rules TN
of the ANUDC

Introduction to Debate format

The AIll Nigerian Universities Debate Championship (ANUDC) adopts the British
Parliamentary (BP) debate format, recognized globally for its emphasis on quick thinking
and strategic argumentation. This format divides debaters into teams of two, with each
team either supporting or opposing the motion. There are four teamsin a debate, making up
two sides—Government and Opposition:

- Opening Government (OG): Proposes the motion.
- Opening Opposition (00): Opposes the motion.
- Closing Government (CG): Also supports the motion, but mustintroduce new arguments.

- Closing Opposition (CO): Also opposes the motion, introducing new arguments and
rebuttals to the Government’s case.

Each speaker delivers a speech in the order of OG, OO, CG, CO. The first and last minute of
each seven-minute speechis protected frominterjections, known as “Points of Information”
(PQls), from the opposing teams.

Structure of the Competition

Each debate round features four teams—two representing the Government and two
representing the Opposition. The teams receive the motion only fifteen minutes before the
debate begins, requiring them to quickly formulate arguments and strategies without
external assistance. This setup tests their ability to think on their feet and draw upon a broad
base of knowledge.
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Rules and Scoring

The rules of ANUDC are designed to ensure fairness and intellectual rigor. Ranking and
speaker points are awarded based on the logical consistency of arguments, the relevance of
examples, and the persuasive delivery of speeches. Judges, who are experienced debaters
and academics, are trained to be impartial and to evaluate arguments based on their merits
ratherthan onthe speakers’ personal characteristics.

Role of Judges

Judges play a critical role in maintaining the championship’s high standards. They provide
constructive feedback to participants, helping them improve their debating skills and
understanding of debate strategies. This feedback is crucial for personal development and
helps maintain the educational focus of the event.

Progression and Awards

Teams accumulate points over the preliminary rounds based on their performance. The
highest-scoring teams advance to the knockout stages, which culminate in the
championship final. Awards are given for the best teams, best speakers, and a variety of
other categories thatrecognize exceptional talent and effort throughout the tournament.
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Progression and Awards

Participating in the ANUDC sharpens several key skills that are highly valued in both
academic and professional settings:

- Critical Thinking: Debaters learn to quickly analyze and respond to complex issues,
enhancing their ability to think critically and solve problems.

- Public Speaking and Communication: Regular practicein a high-stakes

environment improves confidence in public speaking and the ability to articulate thoughts
clearly and persuasively.

- Research Skills: Preparing for arange of topics encourages comprehensive research skills
and broadens participants’ knowledge across multiple disciplines.

Networking and Collaborative Opportunities

Debaters interact with peers from diverse academic backgrounds, fostering a network that
spans across different universities. These connections can lead to collaborative projects,
internships, and other professional opportunities.
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Exposure to Diverse Perspectives

Debating a variety of motions exposes students to different viewpoints and encourages a
deeper understanding of global and societal issues. This exposure is invaluable for

developing empathy and cultural sensitivity.

Recognition and Career Advancement

Achievements in debating can enhance a student’s academic portfolio, with many
employers and graduate schools recognizing the value of debate experience in developing

leadership and analytical skills.

Contribution to University Prestige

Achievements in debating can enhance a studenUniversities gain recognition through their
students’ success in national competitions like the ANUDC, enhancing their reputation as
institutions that provide excellent cocurricular opportunities. This can attract prospective
students and funding, contributing to the university’s growth and development. recognizing
the value of debate experience in developing leadership and analytical skills.

Community and National Development

Debate training enhances students’ civic engagement by equipping them with the skills to
actively participate in community and national discussions. Alumni of debate programs
often become influential leaders and advocates for change, contributing positively to

societaldevelopment.

Impact on Global Competitiveness

Participation in the ANUDC also prepares students for international debate forums such as
the PAUDC and WUDC. Success in these arenas puts Nigerian universities on the global
map, promoting international academic exchanges and collaborations.

This section should resonate with a broad audience by connecting the individual benefits of
debating with wider academic, professional, and societal outcomes. The next section could
focus on testimonials from past participants and case studies of successful alumni,
illustrating the real-world impact of the skills gained through the ANUDC.
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Introduction to Alumni Achievements

This section celebrates the accomplishments of 10-12 ANUDC alumni, illustrating how skills
honed during the championship have translated into professional and personal success. By
featuring these stories, we aim to inspire current and prospective participants about the
potential benefits and impacts of theirinvolvement in debating.

Alumni Testimonials

Debate training enhances students’ civic engagement by equipping them with the skills to
actively participate in community and national discussions. Alumni of debate programs
often become influential leaders and advocates for change, contributing positively to

societaldevelopment.
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As ANUDC continues to grow, the organizing committee is dedicated to fostering a broader
and more inclusive platform that not only enhances debate skills but also prepares students
for global challenges. This section outlines our vision for the future and the steps we are
taking torealizeit.

Expanding Participation

- Inclusivity Initiatives: Plans to increase the diversity of participants, including more
universities fromunderrepresented regions and non-traditional backgrounds.

- International Collaboration: Efforts to establish partnerships with debate organizations
worldwide to facilitate exchange programs and joint events, enriching the ANUDC’s
international presence.

Enhancing Educational Impact

- Curriculum Integration: Working with educational authorities and universities to integrate
debate into the curriculum as a credited course, enhancing its academic stature and
accessibility.

- Professional Development: Launching workshops and seminars led by industry experts
and former debatersto provide career guidance and further skills development.

Technological Advancements

- Digital Platform Development: Creating a dedicated online platform for virtual debates to
ensure the continuity of competition in any circumstance, including improved resources for
training and community engagement

;Analytics and Training Tools: Implementing advanced software for performance analytics
to provide personalized feedback and training suggestions to participants.
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Community and Societal Impact

- Public Engagement Initiatives: Hosting public debates on critical national issues, thus
raising public awareness and encouraging civic engagement among the broader
population.

- Alumni Network Support: Strengthening the alumni network to provide ongoing support
andresources for past participants, facilitating mentorship and career opportunities.

Sustainability and Legacy

- Environmental Considerations: Adopting sustainable practices for organizing events to
minimize the environmentalimpact of the championship.

-Endowment Fund: Establishing an endowment fund to ensure the financial sustainability of
the ANUDC, supporting scholarships and grants for debaters and debate clubs.
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